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' Fer over tan years, irraal has played a rela- 
tively Invisitste but etrategically important role 
in Africa 63 a eatvent of the United States- 
ergenized Free World Ermipira, Just 2a the Cen- 
tral Intelligancs Agancy nezds liberal und social 
democratic ergenlastions os egents for its own 
counterrevolutionery activities, so cortain de- 
partments of the US government have ¢ sought to 
czvaiop 8 “Third Country” technique for carry- 
Ing oa the work of irapsrialisrn. Although rat 
without har own independent objectives in tha 
Third Wertd, Ieracl has allowed heres!f to be- 
coms a willing eccomplice of neo-colonia'ism 
ered counterrevolution in Africa. With economic 
ald from the US, Britoin, France, and West 
Germany, Isveat has carricd out a selective and 
highly strategic ssrics of “essistance” programs 
In fiftean eub-Scharan African countries, The 
effect of these programs has not only been to 
strengthcn Isrest’s own long-range political and 
econamic goals, but also to further US imparial- 
- ism‘s abjactiva of tying post-independence Afri- 
ca to the Wast and undormining revolutionary 
movements which threaten Western hegemony. 

_ tn Gverall terms, Isrzeli aid to Africa is 
statistically insignificant: 
tence makes up caly about 0.05% of the total 
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emeunt of external sid received In sub-Seharan 
Africa. At tha e2me time, the cheractar of thes 
procrams end their strategic fanact dernand 
attention. 

Detailed Information ebout Israeli programs 
is available only In little-known but highly re- 
vealing reports prepared by govormment “ex- 
terts.” The most complete survey and analysis 
was prepared by a staff member of the US 
Agency for International Development (AID). 
A second unpublished study is by a researcher 
for the Depariment of Defense. Among the 
published studies, the most significant is lerec! 
ond the Developing Nations: New Approaches 
to Cocp2ration, written by Leopold Laufer, 8 
State Departmant official and former policy ad- 
visor to the Veice of America, and Boel he 
Twentieth Century Fund. 

The evidence shows that (1) the US covern- 
ment has helped shape the style ard substance 
of Israeli aesistanice programs to Africa; (2) the 
US and its allies have hetped finance these pro- 
grams by means of the semi-covert “third 
country” technique; and (3) Israeli “assistance” 
has been cancentrated in strategically irapor- 


training with direct “counter-insurgency” appili- 


pe 


ee anny 


poy 


by THE AFRICA RESEARCH GROUP 


cations, 

isreal’s panstration of Afiica pogen In 1957 
when her national interest prompted Ror to tosk 
political allies in the Third Worki. Tha Eusz 
afiair of 1856 hed idamified Isreal tea clozaly 
with the inierests of Great Britain end Franca, 
It had reinforced Arab efforts to brend tereal es 
a “tool of imperislism’’ and he provided too 
much herd evidance for political confor, Lore 
over, tha growing strength of Mostam nations, 
end the emerging Afro-Asian solkiaity moo 


_ mant, born at the Bendung Conference la 1856, 


threatened to isolate Israel politically ang ceo 
nomicelly, lsrest’s rezporta wes to seck to Im- 
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Tha Afvica Hessarch Group isa movemamt recrrsh 
end clucation project Got feeurss on caalyalng the 
United Stetes’ Wanerislist panctrtion of Africa, Tha 
troup hopes to promote a mora informed concern vith 
end protest egalnet the role the US plsys In tho dorab 
ration of Africa sad to contriute to ahaupaning ond 
extending en erttimperistict and entirecia constloue 
ness within qiovements for sscial change, The group 
wants to heer from prople cr orgrilzstions with 
similer reccarch ivtovests. For a lie of evailztsts puatica- 
tions inckding "Armed Struggle in Southonn Africa’ 
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prove her image among Third World nations by 
offering assistance ‘programs that would speed 
their “nationalist. and, in some cases, “social- 
ist’’ development. From their inception, how- 
ever, these programs have served the interests ot 
neo-coloniatism, even as they have pretended to 
subordinate themselves entirely to African as- 
pirations and to wrap themselves in the rhetoric 
of idealism. 


The Third Country Techniqus 


At ebout the same time that Israel initiated 
her penetration in Africa, America’s growing 
cadre of Africa strategists decided an Isreeli 
presence there could be useful. The late Arnoid 
Rivkin, an economist who headed thet Africa 
Research Project at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology's CiA-orgenized Center for Injer- 
national Studies and whe later went on to a key 
role at the World Cank, was one of the first 
Americans to state publicly the assumptions 
which underlay the US decision to take advan- 
tage of the convergence of interest between the 
US and Israel on the African front. In a 1959 
atticle in Forcign Affairs, Rivkin wrote that 
Israel's moderate form of socialist development 
could serve as an important exzmple to develop- 
ing nations in revolt against the West. “The 
{israeli model,” he declared, “may well prove to 
be a sort of cconomic ‘third force’-en alterna: 
live differing from the Western pattern, Lut 
certainty far more compatible with free world 
interests than any communist model.” Later, in 
Africa and the West (Praeger, 1961), he outlined 
the way in which the US could support Isracti 
penctration: “Israet’s role as a third force might 
also be reinforced by imaginative use of the 
Third Country Technique. A Free World state 
wishing to enlarge its assistance flow to Africa 
might channel some part of it through Israel 
because of Israel's special qualifications and 
demonstrated acceptability to many African 
nations.” 

Rivkin's proposals made sense within State 
Department and CIA policy planning councils. 
US policy ‘makers had for years been covertly 
channeling money to “third force” agents as 
part of their glabal crusade against communism 
and revolution. In Europe, as has since been re- 
vealed, millions of CIA dollars propped up and 
energized social democratic labor, student, pro- 
fessional, and politica! groups which were mad- 
crately socialist but militantly anticommunist. 
With regerd to the Third World, only the right- 
wing hard-liners grouped around John Foster 
Dulles in the State Department thought that 
such a technique need jeopardiza US interests. 
More sophisticated strategists recognized that 
dependency and Western control could be 
schieved within the framework of programs 
fitted to the form of “neutralism’” and “non- 
alignment.” 

Because, as Rivkin observed in Foreign Af- 
fairs, ‘Africa saw in [srzel o relatively neutral 
sourca of assistance, without any of tha possible 


iceolozical implications which might attach 
from the Vest or the Communist bloc,” a strat- 
eyy could thus be fashioned to take advantage 
o these illusions and reinforce the strength of 
the Froe World. 

Between 1951 and 1952, Isract received $15 
miifior, in aid and assistance from the United 
States. From 1950 to 1964, the UN and its 
sixccialized agencies—themselves often shaped 
81d controlled by the US--spent over $5 million 
07 experts and fellowships for’ Israel. These aid 
progra-ns built a network through which US 
expertise was imported to Israel only to be ex- 
ported by Israeli nationals somewhat later. Of 
crurse Israel did not edopt American techniques 
wholesale, but instead modified them with a 
distinctive twist based on Israeli experience. 
honetheless, the US was pleased with the 
manncr in which this aid immptemented the US- 
conceived "Third Country” technique, Henry 
Chalfaat, former US Mission director in Israel, 
istificd to US intentions when he wrote: “Ts 
crelis selected for training abroed were care- 
tally chosen with a view to returning to Israel 
as disseminators of skill and knowledge to 


cthers . This ‘multiplier eHect’ is an essential 


element of any program of technical assistance 
. +. The high quality of the tained Israeli is 
{arthe- attested to by the fact that Israel is now 
and h.s been in recent years Wansferring these 
acquired skills ahd knowledge to fess fortunate 
feople through a technical assistance program 
of he: own.” (See L. Laufer, Israch and the 
Geveloping Countrics: New Approaches to Co- 
cperation, 20th Century Fund, 1968). 

Isrcel’s assistance programs in Africa assume 
sweral basic forms: (1) highly trained Israeli 
experts are placed at the disposal of African 
sates, often in strategically important positions; 
(2) various categories of African personnel, in- 
cluginy students, civil servants, labor leaders, 
ard military cadre, are given specialized training 
in tsreel iisclf; and (3) Israeli businessmen and 
aid their government have sel up joint eco- 
nomic enterprises with African states and pri- 
vale corporations. 

In the first category, most of the important 


sxccialized assistance is military and para-mili-- 


Liry in nature. Non-military assistance programs 
utilize the “parallel training approach’’—that is, 
while Israeli experts scrve abroad, Africans are 
given specialized training in israel. This assis- 
tance has been highly diversified, embracing 
everything from poultry Uaining in Guinea to 
sitting up national lotteries in Dahomey; from 
youth siovement organizing in Gabon to pedi- 
atrics in the Upper Volta. 


Isreel’s agricultural programs are organized 
along military lines snd carried out either 
directly by the military or by agencies finked 10 
it. Before he became Defense Minister, General 
Moshe Dayan took an active interest in shaping 
Israel's agricultural programs in Africa. This 
roflects the militarization of agriculture in Israel 
self. Since the kibbutz systern end most Is 
reli collective farms are closely ticd in to the 


national defense effort, the agricultural program 
has been organized along para-military lines. It 
is this highly political mode! of organization 
which Israel exports to Africa. 


Nation Buiiding 


Israeli. efforts seek to assist neo-colonial 
states in mobilizing their populations for “de- 
velopment.” In the area of youth mobilization, 


Israel has developed the Gadna (Youth Bat- 


talion) and the Naha/ (Fighting Pioneer Youth), 
which have been used as models for similar pro- 
grams in African states. Nahal is for young men 
and women af military age and includes regular 
military training, followed by agricultural settle- 
mest in difficult or dangerous places. By 1966 
Israeli experts had organized this type of 
“nation-building” program in thirteen African 
counties: Cameroon, the Central African Re- 
public, Chad, Dahomey, Ivory Coast, Liberia, 
Malawi, Niger, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda 
and Zambia. Other Israeli advisors carried on 
similar activities in Bolivia, Ecuador, Costa Rica, 
and Singapore. 

In these countries, all with primarily agri- 
cultural economies, Israeli experts often seek 10 
impose {srael’s pseudo-socialist Mos/iav as an 
alternative Lo more radical collective forms of 
organization. According to Peter Worsley, “Afei- 
can independent peasants working on their own 
patches within the context of a traditional com- 
munity culture... find the Israeli Moshav a 
moré relevant model than more strictly collec- 
tivist forms of organization such as the Soviet 
Kolkoz or the Cuban State Farms.” 

Training programs conducted in Israel have 
served to enhance Israet’s pofitical reputation 


on the Continent while performing an impor-’ 


tant ideological and training function for im- 
perialism, Most such programs are brief in dura- 
lion and highly concentrated in nature. More 
than nine thousand “trainees” from the Third 
World have been exposed to Israeli seminars, 
conferences, and training courses, but only a 
few hundred students have spent more than a 
year. in’ the country. Most of these courses ate 
for middle-level personnel, znd they concen- 
trate, according to Laufer, on “transmitting new 
ideas arnJ altitudes.” “The Isradlis have 
learned,” he reports, ‘that trainees brought to 


Israel for short periods of highly intensive, con- 


trolled exposure usually carry away with them 
@ more favorable image than those who stay for 
fonger periods . . . Since the exposure to Israel 
is selective, the trainees encounter the most 
attractive aspects of Israeli life and society.” 
Specialized training in Israel is provided on 
several levels. Government ministrics offer 
courses, as do quasi-government agencies such 
as the Israeli labor complex, Histadrut, Histad- 
tut, 8 nominally socialist union, sponsors its 
own Afra-Asian Institute for Lebor Studies and 
Cooperation; headed by Eliahu Elath, Isracl’s 
first ambassador to the United States. It turns 
out thirty to fifty “trained leaders” every three 
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or four rnonihs. Significantly, this institute was 
launched with a $60,000 grant from the AFL- 
ClO and its affiliated national and international 
unions such as.the British TUC. Bisclosuires by 
prominent journalists in the United States have 
since revealed that the international programs 
of the AFL-CIO are virtually integrated into 
and coexistent with the CIA’s international 
labor strategy. African trade unions are highly: 
political instrments, and the training which 
takes place in Israel seeks to depoliticize thern 
by pushing a” cooperative orientation rather 
than one based on the class interests of workers. 
“The emphasis,” according to Harvard-trained 
labor “expert”! Arnald Zack, “is on cooperation 
with’ other segments of society; comparatively 
little time is devoted to skills of building trade 
unions as-a power force-in the country.” 


Another professionally-run Israeli institute, 
the Center for Cooperative and Labor Studies in 
Tel Aviv, which caters to Latin American trade 
unionists, is supported by the foreign ministry 
and Histadrut. Laufer notes that “occasionally 
the Center runs three week seminars for South 
American trade’ unionists sponsored by the 
American Institute for ‘Free Labor Develop- 
ment (AIFLD).” ‘The AIFLO, although nom- 
inally based upon a partnership between labor, 
business and government, receives about 95% of 
its annual $6 miillion budget fromm the US 
Treasury. Openly funded by AID, and covertly 
by the CIA, it played a direct, important, and 
widely-publicized role in overthrowing the gov- 
‘ernment of Cheddi Jagan in British Guiana. 
(See Richard J. Barnet, Intervention and Revo- 
lution, pp. 240-1.) 

In the economic reelm, Israel's motivation 
for developing ties with Africa may be.entircly 
indepencent and, in the long tun, her repidly 
developing trade relationships may represent a 
threat to Western economic hegernony. For the 
moment, however, her economic activity seems 
to assist in propping up neo-colonial regimes 
and in imposing a model of development that is 
at odds with ‘the basic needs of mast of the 
African people. 

Trade between Israel and African nations is 
undergoing a significant growth in volume. The 
volume of Isragti exports to Africa stood at 
$11.6 million in 1963; by 1965 it was $21.5 
million. Moreover, as Laufer notes, ‘it is prob- 
ably more than a coincidence that the greatest 
increases have been in exports to those African 
countries (for example, Ethiopia, Ghana, Ken- 
ya, Nigeria, and Uganda) that also have an 
active technical cooperation program with Is- 
rael.”” African imports of such Israeli commodi- 
ties as furniture, cernent, and distilled soya oil, 
although small in absolute figures, amount to 
over 50 percent of total Istaeli export of these 
items. Africa also. purchases a significant per- 
centage of the ‘total exports of other Israeli 
products. (See Samuel Decalo, ‘Israel and Afri- 
ca: A Selected Bibloigraphy,” Journal of Mad- 
ern African Studies, vol. 5, no. 3, p. 391.) 

As a source of raw materials Africa is also 
crucial. The scale of Israeli imports from Africa 
is even more significant than exports, and it is 
growing rapidly. , 


With regard to direct economic investment in 
Africa, the most common method of lsrzeti 
penetration has been to set up corporations 


based on partnerships between israeli and Afri- 
can public capital, By mid-1963, 42 such com- 
panies had been established. Accarding to the 
Economist (August 24, 1963), “instead of de- 
manding control, cr concessions for long peri- 
ods, the Israelis alrnost invarizbly postulate as a 
condition of their participation that their share- 
holding must be minority. Contrects are limited 
to five years, at the end of which the local 
majority stockholders are given the option of 
buying the Israeli interest out.” 


Counter-Insurgency 


The seeming generosity of this Israsli policy 
is in fact based upon shrewd economic reason- 
ing. As Laufer explains: “. . . joint ventures 
have enabled Israeli .cornpanies to enter new 
markets with rctatively small capital investment 
and under the benevolent protection of the gov- 
ernments of developing countries. Since in 
many of these countries domestic markets are 
closely guarded by long-established foreign or 
expatriate firms, the. tsraeti firras might have 
found it difficult to establish themselves with- 
out the partnerships. 

The fruits of these partnerships often do 
more to serve the interests and reinforce the 
power, of the neo-colonial African’ bourgeoisie 
than to meet the basic socio-economic needs of 
the vast majority of the African people. For 
example, companies in which the Israeli quasi- 
public firm Soleh Bonch has been a partner 
have built an international airport in’ Accra, 
luxury hotels in Eastern Nigeria, fancy perlia- 
ment buildings in Sierra Leone and Eestern 
Nigeria, and military installations in the Ivory 
Cozst. This imitation of Western modes of eco- 
nomic life only serves to deepen tho pattern of 
distorted development (or permanent “undevel- 
oprnent”) which the imperialist powers have 
imposed on the so-called “underdeveloped” 


nations. 
It is in the area of militery and police- 


Intelligence training in Africa that Israel pro- 
vides its most direct and effective service to Irm- 
perialism. A large number of programs quietly, 
often covertly, assist African states in devclop- 
ing counter-insurgency forces and techniques 
designed to protect nco-colonialist governments 
from being overthrown by their own popula- 
tions. 

Information about this dimension of Israeli 
penetration is vcited in secrecy. When a member 
of the Africa Flesearch Group (ARG) first 
attempted to find data in this area, he was told 
that “whatever material exists is in Hebrew,” 
and that much of it is “classified.” However, 
the ARG did locate one readily available source 
of great value, an American University master’s 
thesis by Sanford Silverburg entitled /srael’s 
Military and Para-Military Assistance to Sub- 
Sahara Africa: A Harbinger for the Role of the 
Military in Developing States. While concerned 
primarily with studying the role of the Israeli 
tmititary in shaping the “nation-building” proc- 
ess, this document appears ‘to be the most com- 
plete available non-classified breakdown of the 
range and import of Israeli military programs. 
{It includes an impressive amount of evidence 
from American, European, African, and Israali 
sources. 


Sanford Silvarburg is now a professional re- 
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searcher on the steff of the Center for Research 
in Social Systems (CRESS), a major ressarch 
operation. funded by the US Army, to the tune 
of $1.9 million in 1967. CRESS presently has 
two divisions: a Counter-Insurgency tnforma- 


ion and Analysis Center {CINFAC), and a 


Sociat Science: Research Institute which studies 
ways of improving the effectiveness of US mili- 
tary personnel attached as advisors to the armed 
forces of ather countries. 

CRESS's interest in Israeli military programs 
in Africa is part of its larger responsibility for 
developing research which aids the Pentagon's 
commitment to preserve the Empire. The US 
has been a long-term supplier of military assis- 
tance to Isracl, Between 1964 and 1867 military 
assistance to tsrael amounted to $41.6 million 
while total US economic and military assistance 
was $1,127,000,000. 

in 1968 the Department of Defense financed 
close to $2 million worth of scieniific research 
thrqugh 32 contracts at israeli universities and 
research centers. 

Israeli military and para-military assistance 
programs to sub-Saharan. Africa have taken 
several different forms. One of the most com- 
mon areas of involvement has been Israeli assis- 
tance in setting up national service youth corps, 
some of them para-military, in various African 
countries. Thus, for example, Isreeli advisors 
have assisted in creating Young Pioneers Youth 
Movement in Dahomey and Malawi, a National 
Service Corps on the Israeli model in Tanzania, 
and an Agricultural Youth Corps in Togo. 

In the area of military training, the Israelis 
hava assisted in establishing an ermy school for 
“civic action” in the Ivory Coast and a military 
acedemy in Sierra L.cone. In Ghana they helped 
to organize the air force and a flying school. 
They have provided training for military person- 
nel frem numerous African countries, including 
the training of nearly five hundred crack Congo- 
lese paratroopers in Israel. 

There is also evidence, some of it not yet 
verifiable, that the Israelis have played a direct 
role in intelligence and counter-insurgency ac- 
tivity in several African nations. In Ethidpia, 
Israel has worked closely with the US in devel- 
oping counter-guerrifla and intelligence pro- 
grams. US assistance helps feudal Emperor Haile 
Selassie maintain his shaky throne, and in return 
Selassie allows the US to operate large military 
and intelligence bases on Ethiopian territory. 
However, with the failure of an abortive coup 
d'etat led by US-trained Ethiopian military 
officers, American Special Forces “advisors” 
were withdrawn from Ethiopia and replaced by 
Isreeli_ personnel. Since then the Israelis have 
been directing counter-insurgency activities 
against the Ethiopian Liberation Front. 


In other instances, reports of Israeli activity 
are harder to substantiate. Tricontinental, the 
magazine of the Havana-based tricontinental 
solidarity organization OSPAAL, reported in 
1967 that two Isracti advisors had been killed in 
counter-insurgency operations with the Ched 
army against the National Liberation Front of 
Chad. Aliso, Kwame Nkrumah now charges that 
Israel played a pro-Western intelligence role and 
had a hand in the coup which overthrew his 
government in Ghana. Although little hard evi- 
dence has emerged to substantiate this charge, it- 
is true that Israel has shown considerebla inter- 
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est In Ghana, much to tha consternation of the 
Britith, who resent this intrusion in (helr noo- 
colonial sphere, 


The cese of the Congo provides a sood ex- 
ample of the way Isr. cli military ezsistence inte 
grates with the strategy of US imparlalism. The 
US role In the Congo, ono of Africa's richest 
and most stratoyicsily loceted countries, hos 
becn notorious. By virtually ell accounts, [t is 
Clear that the US ployed a cetermining role in 
fo-ttructuring the Congolese government afer 
the Keicngs cecession, the UN intervention, and 
the kidnapping and murder of Patrica Lumumbs 
In 1860-61. According to Andrew Tully's se- 
count In CIA: The Inside Story, tha CIA played 
én important role in bringing General Joseph 
Mobutu, the current president, to power. Also, 
whcraas the US had becn content to rely on the 
UN to suppress the rightist government of 
Molse Tshombe in Ketanns, the radical national- 
bt attempt to seize control of the Conzo from a 
beta In Stenleyvills provoked a very clffarernt 
US response. As the Council of Nstions! Libern- 
tion, Iced by Christopher Ghenye and Pierre 
Mulsle, estevlished control of a lerge ares of the 
Congo and turned to African nationalists and 
socialist countrics for support, the US Initisted 
@ program of direct military Intervention. This 
Program, which -begen in October, 1962, 
emounted to over six million dollars by raid- 
1964. Almost one hundred US military person. 
nel were sunt fo train Congolese trooni, end a 
dozen Concalese officers received ueining in 
covnter-Insurgcncy at Fort Knox, Kentucky. In 
eddition the CIA recruited American pilots to 
fly combat missions in Americen-built fighter 
plenes against rebel positions in Kivu province. 
When the Soviet Union objected to the use of 
American cftizens in these ections, they wera 
replaced with Cuban exitos This cctivity culmi- 
isd in November, 1864, with the urz of US 
Woocpert planes to drop 645 Belgian pare- 
troopers In the Congo to rescue white hostages. 
This “humeniterian” mission succesded in de- 
stroying the Stanleyville government and out- 
reging Afrftan sonsibilities. 

In the course of developing effective counter: 
Insurgency techniques, the US Army ordared an 
incredible study of “Witchcraft, Sorcery, Magic, 
end Other Psychological Phenomena ond Their 
Implications for Military end Para-Military Ac- 
tivities in the Congo,” which the compliant re- 
soarchers associated with CRESS-CINFAC end 
Amarican University turned out in 1964. The 
conclusions of this report were direcily relevant 
to the role the Isreslis cama to play, “Drawing 
upon the Belgizn experience es well as that of 
Tshomba in Katanga,” its authors wrote, "ic 
would appear that 8 more ficxibla approach to 
to the military problem is to be found in the 
concept of clite troops: troops which are care- 
fully trained and disciplined and well com- 
manded.” 


The insecure neo- colonial government In the 
Congo quickly edopted this concept. But, given 
the widesprezd outrega among Africen national- 
ists-at the US rote In overthrowing the Steniey- 
ville governmont, Isrecl increasingly repleced 
tha United States as the chosen vehicle for im- 
plementing' end directing this “more fiexibte 
tpproach.” As carly &s 1865, 243 Congolaze 
paratroopers, including Genorel (now Prezident) 
Mobutu, were sent to lees! for training. In 


March, 1959, I:rczli edvisom began training the 
First Poracormmmendo Baitalion, an elite unit 
wnich forms tha central component of ins 
Songo’s counter-ircurgancy and internal securl 
ty forces. Given the parsistent Instability of the 
weer-sion of Western-becked Congolese re- 
dmas, snd the dramatic and relatively concteat 
signif.cance of the Congo es a focal point of the 
strugcle between revolution end neo-cofonial 
“eection in Afiica, the partisan rots which lersel 
123 piayed in ths Congo Is of great Iraportence. 

On the diploshatic level, tha lerselis often 
there Information they cbipin with Western 
ambacsies, In a recent interview, one chserver 
said that this practios is widecpreed, end he 
sated Uganda es 2 country in which Iscael plays 
tuch a role, in exchange, the US hes shared its 
sountar-insurgency expertise with tho Isrzeli 
inifitery In its effort to destroy tha Pelastins 
‘alborition Organization. According to CRESS 
researcher Silverburg, {srzeli officers, including 
General Dayan, have visited Vietnam for on-tha- 
ipot observation of US counterrevolytionary 
warfare. Silverburg also “gucsced” that the 
"Whei Wa Learned” forms which US soldiers 
fill out efter encounters with the NLF “find 
their vay to Israeli militery officiate.” 


Sglective Assistenua 


iste! dota not disclose the full extent of its 
tid progr:m to Africa or indicste who pays the 
bills. In 1666-67 isrcel’s Depa: tment of Inter- 
notional Cooperation reported e budget of 10 
taillion fsraeli pounds (2.91 million US doltars). 
“his figure, however, Is very mistcoding, in part 
becauze Isracli costs ere much lower than those 
of contparable US projects, 

According to Laufer, more than half of 
Isreel’s total program Is financed by non-Isreeti 
bources, The US government, through the 
"Third Country” technique, hes been an im- 
fortert contributor to thes programs. Even 
though exact figures on the US contribution are 
hiddan, the Laufer report doses meation soma 
MD support for Isreel’s youth programs in the 
Centrl African Republic end Dahomey. {t 2!s0 
riyentions that “France has assisted youth proj- 
tcts in the ivory Coast; and Great Britain and 
West Germany have reportodly given assistance 
{> pro,scts elsewhere in Africa.” 

Western aid to Isreal no doubt makes it 
possib'e for her to maintain en active progrem 
of penatration in Aftrics. Israci till earns more 
twenue from tonies contributed from abroad 
tian on monies obtained from exports. Without 
internctional credits, and contributions solicited 
8 road with the cooperation end coniplicity of 
VWostern powers, Israzl could not survive eco 
nomicelly, ite balance of paynients problems 
have sways posed real difficulties for the econ- 
omy. Thus, without finance from non-lsraati 
sources, her Africa programs would be Incon- 


Cilvcble. As Laufer ecknowlecyes: ‘“Israal’s 
éechicvcment in having mere than half its effort 
finane.d from non-Israeli sources Is probzbly 
urique in tha tengled history of postwar tech- 
Neal ciistence oparations, This shows how a 
waail country, short of capital but with the will, 
eyd objective capscity, can generate a sizable 
technical essistence progam. with litve capital 
Irvestroant end negligibly ctfcct on Its balance 
O° peyacats poation,” 


Not eit cf the revenua for thesa programs 
comes directly through the US o7 other im 
porislist powers, Scre of tha expenses are mst 
by recipient African nations. However, thoss 
nations are often thcsacelves depsident on 
Western sid, Honce the US oF some other ally 
funding en Africen state encbles it to afford 
the expense of en Isrecti essistance program 
which Itself is recoiving Viestern support 
through other channels, 


The teen experience hes served es a model 
for simltar ventures by US client states end may 
be a harbinger of new perspectlves which are 
coming to inform more sophistiened modes of 
imperialist intervention in Africa, Asia, and 
Letin Americas. For exemple, in order to 
counter the Influenca of China in Africa, the 
US uses hor cligat state Tahvan In an oparation 
modaled on the Isrceli exemple. The US “Third 
Country” sid and treining eliows Taiwen to 
maintain an essistence progrem in Africa which 
has alroady spant about £50 million since 1961. 
Tha Nationalist Chinese ragime is rooocnized by 
twonty-ong African states end has sooncored 
egricultural aid progrems in ninatean of them. 
In contrast, mainland China is recognized by 
only fourncen African countries end extends bid 
to ten of tham, The Notionatist prearam hes 
had e mezturable political impzet. ln 1969 only 
fifteen African countrics voted for China's ed- 
mission to the UN, while twenty voted egainst 
Peking. 


But tha "Third Country” technicue hes not 
slways bean to succesful, for it runs up egalnst 
the dogply-rootad problams and contradictions 
which plegue all Western attempts to shape 
impoverisied Africeiy states to suit their inter- 
ests, Strategias to modcrnize ermies eas institu- 
tions for national integration end development 
have backfired when Afsican ermy officers have 
preferred 8 shere of the power end privileges 
enjoyed now by the Western-besked nso- 
colonial elites, Mony of these soldicrs are not 
motivated Ideolagically to seck politics! change, 
and, when they do, they prefer coup-style take- 
overs to the more “functional role” Western 
experts prefer. Clearly, foreign essistance, 
whether of the Israeli type or another variety, 
cannot escape tho central contradiction: coun- 
vies vhich are oppressed by en imparialict 
system cannot dovelop with ssiective “essis- 
tance” from the oporessing powers. In fect, 
thesa “essistance” programms only increase de- 
pendency and subordination, Mindful of their 
own long-rangs Interests, the Isrealis have at- 
temptod to limit their ectivity in Africa to 
certsin spheres which avoid political identlfica- 
tion with the imperialist powers. 

The true nature of Isreel's role end objec- 
lives, howover, is slowly being unmasked, in 
pert because of har own expancionist behavior 
in the Middls Est, but eizo In larg: messure 
because of the increasingly dircct snd partisan 
tole which Iarcel has played in serving imparial- 
ism end neo-colonial reaction in such African 
stetes as the Congo end Ethiopia. Like tholr 
North American benefactor; the Isroclis heve 
been forced Imto open counterrevonnlonary 
worfare et home and sbrezd. Kopsiuily, the 


iettons of thet fect will not bs long ly coming 


bome to tha African prople, 


LEVIATHAN 
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Tho Afviea Rececich Group is o mavemant reenerch 
end eduestion prefect that focuses on enclyzing tha 
United Sectay imecrialict penstretion of Africa. Tha 
froup hosc3 te promote a more Infornvad concern with - 
ond provest ogsinut the role tha US plays in the domi- 
ration ef Africa and to cantrinuie to sharpening and 

; . xtonding-en entbiransristic: and enthracist conscious 

; Ad noss within movernents fer social chenga.: Tha group 
_ . 7a ' ~  F “ wants to hee. froma ncople ar organizations with 

: oe : cimilar recerch interssts, For a list of evailebts publica 

: tions including "Arracd Strucsle in Southsrn Africa” 

oo a, % : : 268c) end “Haw Heevcid Rules’ (51), write P.O. Box > 

/ 213, Combridga, Meas. 02133; 


‘ . es . = : we ahs 
oS : t i 


xt PY em 9 . ; a 
Approved For Release 2004/1 Gi28;}.CIA-RDP88-01 314R00010001001 4-9 


eta 


